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The prominence of synthetic turf is one that is becoming more and more 
noticeable. Through advances in the technology and research done into 
improving the quality of synthetic turf; the initial perceived disadvantages are 
becoming far outweighed by the advantages.  This has recently become very 
apparent with synthetic turf being placed in the spotlight during the 2015 
Women’s World Cup that took place in Canada earlier this month. But are these 
fields the future for football on a global stage? 
 
This movement towards the future in synthetic turf has not come without 
controversy, with USA’s Sydney Leroux famously tweeting a picture of her burns 
from the World Cup. In spite of this, FIFA’s General Secretary Jérôme Valcke 
stood by his quote, stating, “It could well be that sooner rather than later the 
men’s World Cup will also be played on synthetic turfs.” It is becoming more and 
more apparent the overwhelming benefits that the change to a synthetic 
alternative can have on the game of football.  
 
The MLS is one of the first major leagues to incorporate synthetic turfs, with 5 of 
their top-flight teams choosing their home terrains to be synthetic ones.  The 
Guardian has argued that this has not only improved the standard of football 
played, whilst also doubting the legitimacy of injury claims due to doubts by 
medical professionals.  Another country slowly boarding the synthetic turf 
bandwagon is Scotland. Although initially discouraged in the Scottish 
Premiership, there are now 2 teams that have invested in synthetic grass; along 
with several other clubs in the lower tiers following suit. The reason for this 
change highlights one of synthetic turfs many advantages. It is no surprise to us 
hearing that Scotland’s weather is unpredictable at the best of times.  According 
to Met Office readings, some areas of Scotland are subject to up to 265 days of 
rain each year. For this reason it is obvious that a number of fixtures would have 
to be abandoned as a result of these downpours. It is not uncommon for all 
games to be postponed on any given weekend as a result of the adverse weather. 
It goes without saying that these delays could be avoided by employing synthetic 
surfaces.  
 
Furthermore, it has been argued by a number of individuals that the injury 
prominence associated with synthetic surfaces is often fabricated in order to 
prevent the change to a cheaper long-term alternative. This was famously 
tweeted by Scottish FA chief Stewart Regan, stating, “There is no evidence from 
recent research to suggest any link between synthetic turf and injury. Norway 
has already converted 65% of their first division’s fields to synthetic alternatives 
and are reeking in the benefits of this decision. It is a highly discussed topic, that 
by playing on synthetic turf, the quality of football is drastically improved, as 
pitch deformities are taken out of play. This in turn has led to the argument that 
better players can be produced as a result. When it comes to producing young 
talents as a result of these improvements, Norway’s Martin Odegaard is a perfect 
example.  The 16 year old who signed for Spanish giants Real Madrid for a record 



breaking 2.3 million pounds. This poses the question, are synthetic turfs the 
solution for developing the future of football? 

 
“I have been playing football for the past 14 years and have now come into 
contact with more and more synthetic fields over the past 5 years. As a result of 
residing in the United Kingdom the number of fixtures that have had to be 
postponed as a result of waterlogged or frozen surfaces is countless. The last 
thing a team wants to hear upon arrival after a 2-hour journey is that the game 
has been cancelled as a result of rain.  Although many universities now do have a 
synthetic alternative, many are still lacking the facilities to avoid these 
disappointments.  One of their main arguments against such fields is the cost, 
however contrary to popular belief, over time the cost of maintaining a grass turf 
far outweighs that of a synthetic turf. The initial start up cost of a synthetic grass 
turf is approximately 384K; the annual upkeep can be as little as 3000 pounds a 
year. When factoring in the cost of cutting, watering, drawing lines and more, the 
maintenance cost of a grass field is a lot higher. “ 
 
Unsurprisingly, on the whole the vast majority of my teammates, myself 
included, actually look forward to playing on synthetic turf. This is for a range of 
reasons, with the main one being the consistency of the surface. By having a flat 
playing surface the standard of football is higher as predicting the movement of 
the ball is far easier. Furthermore far less of our injuries throughout the season 
have come on synthetic turfs. As University football in the United Kingdom is not 
as prioritised as it is in the USA, large budgets are not allocated in order to 
maintain fields. For this reason small injuries such as twisted ankles, that can 
have a big impact on an overall season, can often be incurred as a result of 
uneven playing surfaces.  
 

As well as experiencing the shifting weather conditions of the UK, I have had the 
opportunity to play around the world in countries such as South Africa. Most of 
us are probably aware of the extreme heat that South Africa can sometimes play 
host to as a result of the 2010 World Cup. Although games are hardly ever called 
off due to adverse weather conditions, synthetic turfs in countries such as these 
can be beneficial for the opposite reasons. The availability of water in LEDC’s is 
often inconsistent and can cost a lot of money. This has often lead to aesthetically 
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unpleasing fields with brown grass. For this reason synthetic turf has to be the 
way forward.  
 
“I can safely say that I am one footballer that will look forward to the movement 
towards synthetic turf taking over from their grass predecessors. I am excited to 
see the standard of football improve alongside less injury orientated tactics. 
Bring on the age of synthetic turf!”  
 
 
 

 


